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Have you eaten an oyster before?
Nope, never



Would you eat an oyster in the future?
If I was with the right people, I would try one again.



Why would someone NOT want to eat an oyster?
For me for the past 20 some years is because of texture, but it can also be because of taste, bad experiences, slimy, do not know the proper way to eat one, bad friends not being encouraging. 




What are the things to plan when presenting someone with their first oyster, or creating any new eating experience?
Explaining what it really is, how it should smell, how to properly prepare and eat it. Ways to pair it with other foods or drinks. Just being very encouraging and upbeat about it. 





Talk about a time you tried to get someone to eat something new, but the person did not like it. What was the item, and what was your approach?
I am really not sure if I’ve ever gotten someone to try something and they did not like it. I know I’ve tried to get someone to try artichoke but they wouldn’t even do it.
I love artichoke so I am all about getting people to try it who haven’t. I cooked it with them and showed them how to steam it and make a lemon butter sauce to dunk it in and was just all supper excited, even talked about some history and that it’s a thistle, and that the Spanish word for artichoke is alcachofa and that it comes from Arabic. I don’t know how you would not want to try it after learning all about it. Well he was just a very uneducated, lacking manners, nonexploring, not into trying new things kind of guy. We’ll just say that I did not see him again.  






After today’s presentation, how would you go back and change that experience for them?
I honestly do think I could have changed that experience per say, but I do know how to handle situations if someone does actually try something that they don’t like. 




What is ocean acidification and what does it mean for our future?
It is the rising of carbon in the oceans. With more CO2 there is less calcium carbonate in the waters for bivalves to create their shells, this means thinner shells, they grow slower, and death rates increase. 

