


OPENING QUESTIONS
● What is a “cruelty free” diet?

● Who grows your food?

● What do you know about the history of farming 

in the U.S.? 



Have You Eaten Today? 
Thank A Farmworker.

The H-2A Program, and

 Farmworker Exploitation and Resilience in 

WA State



● Officially called the Mexican Farm Labor Agreement

● Created in 1942 when many U.S. growers argued that World War II would 

bring labor shortages to low-paying agricultural jobs. However, the 

program continued after war ended.

● A program where workers were brought in under a temporary visa, and 

then bound to a single employer

● Abuses were built into the program, such as wage theft

● Infamous for growers treating workers terribly-- poor work, housing, food 

conditions

● UFW organized against it 

● When it was phased out in 1964, H-2A was brought in 

The Bracero Program 



The Bracero program may have 

ended (in no small part to 

leadership from Dolores 

Huerta, César Chávez, and 

other United Farm Workers 

activists) but farmworker 

exploitation is still happening 

today in the United States. 

The H-2A program is 

extraordinarily similar to the 

Bracero program. 



The H-2A Program
Modeled after the Bracero program, 
the H-2A program is characterized by 
terrible working conditions, including 

● insufficient food
● crowded housing
● lack of shade and adequate 

water
● lack of breaks and long hours in 

dangerous conditions
●  sexual violence
● exposure to pesticides



WAFLA/DAN FAZIO: How does the H-2A program operate in 
WA state?
● Washington Farm and Labor Association (WAFLA) is the Northwest’s primary 

contractor of H2A guestworkers, with its executive office in Lacey.

● Farm owners in Washington contact WAFLA for seasonal workers, who then 
contract and employ them. 

● WAFLA describes themselves as a “human resources provider” for seasonal 
employers in the Northwest, which disguises their role as organizers for 
legalized human trafficking.

● Dan Fazio is the executive director WAFLA.



Community To Community

● Community to community (C2C) is a 
farmworker activist and food sovereignty 
organization based in Bellingham

● They describe themselves as grassroots, 
women of color led, ecofeminist, and 
anti-capitalist, and anti-colonial

● C2C also supports a local WA campesino 
union called Familias Unidas por La 
Justicia.



Evergreen’s Farmworker Justice Solidarity Collective
● We are a student and community collective taking 

direction from groups C2C and Familias Unidas por la 
Justicia

● Our collective was created to support the 2015 
Driscoll’s boycott

● Collective reformed in Winter 2018 after C2C’s call to 
action on Farmworker Justice Day



Facebook: Olympia Farmworker Justice 
Collective

●
● Instagram: @farmworkerjusticetesc
●
● Email: 

farmworkersolidarity.olympia@gmail.com
●

If you are interested in getting involved, send us an 

email! The work continues, and we need new 

students to take initiative.  
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